Animal Welfare Cairns Incorporated was formed some twenty years ago for the welfare of animals, and to assist, financially, people of low income in the care of their pets. In the current economic climate, the need for an organisation such as Animal Welfare has grown to encompass peoples from all walks of life, from older pensioners to the unemployed, to the disabled and those who have for company only their pet.

Our Purpose is: The Welfare of Animals

Our Services are: Financial assistance to disadvantaged people in the form of "time to pay" their veterinary bills. Discounted fees for the de‑sexing of animals. An ambulance service for those in the community who would other​wise be unable to transport their pet to the veterinary clinic.

As the number of people who are falling below the poverty line increases, the demands made upon our organisation grow.

In recent years, Animal Welfare's focus has expanded from its original purpose of caring for the welfare of animals to now ensuring that pet owners have access to all the veterinary care required to maintain their pet's health and well‑being.

The current social and economic environment is one which sees more and more people unable to afford the luxury of a pet, a companion, someone to come home to in the case of those who live alone.

Animal Welfare has, to date, been able to fund its service entirely through sales of donated goods. The only government cash assistance has been the grand sum of $500 annually, until last year when it was not forth‑coming, from the Department of Primary Industries.

We are an Income Tax Exempt Charity. Whilst profits are made, these are distributed to like organisations, some nearly $100,000 being donated to the R.S.P.C.A., five years ago, for the construction of a veterinary clinic at their premises at Stratford, here in Cairns. It took many years of hard work by dedicated volunteers to attain this.

We recognize that our enterprise is similar to a second‑ hand dealer, who is taxed, but, as mentioned before, our profits are not distributed for anyone's benefit, but for the benefit of the animals for which our organisation was formed.

Unfortunately, we were refused endorsement as a Deductible Gift Recipient, notwithstanding we had that privilege in the past. This, of course, will affect our income and it follows that our service may need to be curtailed in the future.

It is essential that the definitions of charitable, religious and community service not​for‑profit organisations be enacted in legislation so as to give to the organisations the security needed to carry on their work.

It is not desirable to split out different types of activities into separate entities for definitional purposes as this would create an enormous administrative burden on the organisation affected.

The framework for the basis for classification of a charitable organisation should take into account the following:

I
Who benefits? Are the beneficiaries those in need, being low‑income

earners or disabled, frail‑elderly, homeless, alone?

2.
Is the service, provided by the organisation, one which Government, either Commonwealth, State or 
Local, otherwise would necessarily have to carry out? If not, does the service contribute to the 
well‑being of people in need to the extent that their need is lessened to the degree whereby 
Government is unaware a problem exists? (This is certainly so in Animal Welfare's case.)

3.
Are profits used solely to enhance the service or like services?

4.
Are profits distributed to like organisations to further their service?

The deadline of December 31 for submissions forces me to be brief.
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