Hand Weavers and Spinners Guild of New South Wales Inc

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Hand Weavers and Spinners Guild of New South Wales Inc  is regarded as a charity for income tax purposes and is income tax exempt. We want to retain this status.

The Guild’s aim is to bring together people who practice any of the arts of hand weaving, spinning and associated crafts and to foster and encourage these crafts by instruction, discussion and exhibition of work. We are trying to keep these alive when the public education system has largely dropped these ancient skills from tertiary and even secondary schools. Our membership is aging and we are making efforts to introduce younger folk to the joy of making things from scratch, by hand.

We have approximately 500 members from all over New South Wales who pay an annual subscription. Our organization is not-for-profit and, in fact, spends more each year than it takes in. We receive no government funding or corporate sponsorship but survive on interest from savings.

The Guild is run by volunteers. This submission is aimed more to describe one of the many types of "charity" that exist in Australia than to enter into the political discussion.
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SUBJECT:
Submission to the Inquiry into the Definition of Charities and Related Organizations

The Hand Weavers and Spinners Guild of New South Wales Inc (hereafter called the Guild) is regarded as a charity for income tax purposes and is income tax exempt. We want to retain our status as a not-for-profit community service provider (as defined under types of charity.) 

The Guild’s aim is to bring together, for their mutual benefit, people who practice any of the arts of hand weaving, spinning and associated crafts as well as to foster and encourage these crafts by instruction, discussion and exhibition of work. We do this by:

· Maintaining a large library of books and magazines pertaining to the fibre arts 

· Conducting classes and workshops in many different facets of these arts suitable for from beginners to advanced practitioners

· Demonstrating at Fairs, Shows, schools, retirement centres, and other places on request in order to educate the general public about our skills

· Maintaining a wide range of equipment to rent to prospective students and members who want to learn  new techniques

· Hold monthly meetings with a talk on a fibre related subject which is open to the general public as well as members

· Publish a monthly newsletter and an annual Journal

By doing this we are keeping the crafts of hand spinning and hand weaving alive when the public education system has largely dropped these ancient skills from tertiary and even secondary schools. As little as a century ago almost everyone would have seen a family member or neighbour spin or weave, no matter where they came from. Now very few of us have ever seen, let alone used, a spinning wheel or loom. Like those children who believe that milk comes out of cartons not cows, we are developing into a society that has lost touch with the way the things we use everyday are made.

The Guild has been in existence since 1947 and has functioned in much the same way for it's 50plus years. Our membership is currently aging and we are making efforts to introduce younger folk to the joy of making things from scratch, by hand. We are going to establish a rating system for spinning and weaving so that members have a framework to study by themselves to improve their skills (this used to be provided by TAFE.) 

Because all cultures have traditionally spun and woven, we find that our appeal is cross-cultural and we our membership reflects our country's diversity. We have approximately 500 members from all over New South Wales who pay an annual subscription. We receive no government funding or corporate sponsorship.

The Guild is run by volunteers (apart from one office assistant who is paid for 4 hours work a week.) It is becoming increasingly difficult to find members who have sufficient spare time to volunteer for the committee positions required to run the Guild. A core of enthusiastic members are more and more frequently called on to demonstrate their skills to the public.

Our organization is not-for-profit and, in fact, spends more each year than it takes in. Our accumulated savings from the Craft Revival of the 70s and 80s allow us to keep afloat while we guard our knowledge for the next, hoped-for Craft Revival. 

In response to your "issues":

Is your organization ‘defined’ differently by different agencies?

No. We only deal with the ATO.

Does the current definition of your organization impose any constraints on the ability of your organization to provide services? Does the current definition of your organization impose any constraints on your ability to adjust your ‘attributes, purpose and behaviour’ to respond to changing demands? Do current definitions allow regard to be taken of the social and economic environment that your organization operates in?
No. We are largely autonomous

Do the terms “charity”, “Religious organization” and “community service not-for-profit organization” continue to have relevance in the current social and social and economic environment?

Yes. 

Do the four ‘purposes’ of charity in the common law continue to have relevance?

Yes

Is the concept of PBI of continuing relevance?

Yes

Is there a place for ‘direct’ assistance to be distinguished from other forms of assistance?

Don’t know

