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INTRODUCTION

The Adult Community Education (ACE) Council advises and makes recommendations to the Minister of Education, Children’s Services and Training on matters relevant to adult community education. The Council’s key objective is to provide the knowledge, skills and quality of life for South Australiana, with a particular emphasis on those who are disadvantaged.

The Adult Community Education Unit supports the ACE Council and is responsible for administering the South Australian ACE Grant program to provide maximum educational opportunities for under represented groups within the community, in accordance to ACE Council guidelines. This involves some $600,000 per annum to approximately 120 organisations.

The ACE Council supports this initiative to review the definition of charities and related organisations. By far the majority of organisations who receive funding through our grant program are small community based not-for-profit organisations who operate with very limited funding and have limited access to funding.

TARGET GROUPS

Priority for our grants is given to organisations with a proven capacity to provide learning programs for people in the community whose needs are not being met in mainstream education programs (such as TAFE In institutes, Adult Re-entry Schools, Registered Training Providers etc) or who need the special support that community based organisations can provide.

In general priority is given to people on low incomes or those experiencing personal or social disadvantage.

ELIGIBILTY CRITERIA

In order to be eligible for ACE funding, organisations must be:

· Incorporated under the South Australian Corporate Affairs “not for Profit” Act (or auspiced (Sponsored) through an incorporated organisation 

and

· A community based organisation able to provide adult community education programs to people who are more comfortable learning in a community setting.

Those not eligible to apply for funding are:

· Individuals

· State and Commonwealth government departments and agencies, including TAFE institutes, schools, adult re-entry schools.

· Organisations receiving significant education and training funding from other sources.

PURPOSE OF FUNDING

Funding is provided for:

· Structured learning programs that have a deliberate learning outcome for the participants, generally in the form of short courses or educational opportunities to redress social or economic disadvantage in their community.

· Programs designed to address the learning needs and interest of people in the community and develop the necessary skills to function effectively in their community and/or pursue further education, employment or training.

· The direct costs of delivering the program

Grant fund will not be provided for

· Programs that would more likely be classified as direct core business of the applying organisation

· Programs that would more appropriately be funded by other organisation grants.

· General organisation expenses with as salaries, facilities, consumables and travel which do not directly relate tot eh provision of ACE programs, but relate to direct core business.

· Programs which are considered to be a ‘fee for service’ nature.

NAUTRE OF THE ACE SECTOR

· The ACE sector is made up of a diverse range of community-based not-for-profit organisations, church groups, cultural organisations, which provide a range of services including adult community education.

· Many of these organisation are local community centre and neighbourhood houses who rely on government funding (local/state) to employ usually one paid staff member role of co-ordinator and depend on many volunteers to assist with the day to day running of the organisation.

· Such organisations rely on small grants to provide adult community educational services – and undertake fundraising. Much time is spent seeking, applying and fulfilling funding accountability criteria.

· There are pressures on organisations relating to mutual obligation and work for dole participants.

· Organisations are encouraged to work co-operatively with other related agencies and services to response to local need and to maximise resources and funding opportunities. Partnerships and networking are promoted.

· 75% of ACE funded organisations are registered for GST – implementing changes to tax system particularly for the smaller organisations has been a burden in terms of increased time on administrative taxation issues and accountability.

DEFINTIONS AND PURPOSES

The ACE Council supports the initiative to review the definition of charities and related organisations. The council would support a defining of definitions, which would see small community based not-for-profit organisations with current charitable organisation status.

· Organisations frequently provide a broad range of activities which seek to achieve a common purpose –ie increased skills, confidence and self esteem among participants, f9or the ultimate benefit of their community. The nature of the activity is secondary to the underlying purpose of the program of activities. For example, classes as diverse as line dancing, cooking and adult literacy may provided to allow disadvantaged adults to develop the skills and confidence needed for successful participation in society.

· When commercial activities are undertaken by organisation, they are usually undertaken for the sole purpose of providing additional financial support for the activities described above, This additional support may in some circumstances be the creation of a more inclusive and aesthetically pleasing environment for the benefit of participants, or to provide equipment and resources that cannot be provided with ACE funding.

· Definitions of Charitable and related organisations are more equitable if they categorise organisations in terms of the client group they serve, particularly in relation to groups identified as being disadvantaged and in need of intervention and targeted assistance. Such organisations provide services that cannot be met by mainstream or government provision, and to those who do not have the capacity to contribute financially to the provision of services.

