The Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland
Townsville Branch Ine. 
P.O. Box 857, Aitkenvale, Qld 4814

18th  December 2000

Inquiry into the Definition of Charities and Related Organisations 

C/‑ The Treasury 

Parkes Place 

PARKES ACT 2600

Dear Committee,

I wish to provide Information about the nature of our organisation which we believe falls into the category of charitable and community service not‑for‑profit organisations and strives for objectives which are of benefit to the public.

I . We are an environmental group. It IS our belief that our world cannot survive

without its natural environment. Biodiversity is an essential part of human existence. It provides clean air for us to breath, water for the necessities of everyday living, peace and interest for relaxation and restoration of the mind and much more. It is the vital basis for human existence and without it we cannot survive. Our organisation strives for the retention of our natural environment ‑ for the public good.

2.

Our objectives are:

a.

to preserve the fauna and flora of Australia by all lawful means;

b.
to educate by all means possible all sections of the community, particularly the young., in an understanding of the principles of conservation and Preservation of the natural environment,

c.
to discourage by all legal means possible the destruction, exploitation and unnecessary developro.ent of any part of the natural environment,

d.
to encourage rational land use and proper planning of future development and use of the natural environment and management thereof.

Our educational objective is pursued by conducting monthly meetings, open to all members of the community, and by publishing a monthly newsletter. At our monthly public meetings we usually have a naturalist who describes his/her work, shows slides and answers questions. Our newsletter provides information on various wildlife and local areas and describes current environmental issues.

Our advocatory objectives, as described in Lc and 1.d, are usually conducted through letter‑writing‑ to local, state and federal governments but also through submissions, responses to requests for our opinion and participation In consultative groups.

All the work in our Branch is done by volunteers. Our funds are obtained through membership subscriptions, small raffles run at general meetings, sales of items such as T‑shirts, writing cards, posters and books, and donations from members. No money is raised for the benefit of individuals in the Society. Funds are used for essential costs such as newsletter production and distribution and various essential running costs. At times when we have been fortunate enough to have spare funds donations have been made to projects such as research on endangered animals or

threatened environments.

The main point I am trying to make is that, as a not‑for‑profit group, an environmental organisation such as ours, by endeavouring to prevent the continued destruction of our natural environment, is working for the public good. As an environmental "charity" we are working for the benefit of society.

Yours sincerely,

Jane McLean

Treasurer

