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Inquiry into the Definition of Charities and Related Organisations 

C/‑ The Treasury 

Parkes Place 

PARKES ACT 2600

Dear Sir,

We take the opportunity to make the following brief submission to your Inquiry.

By way of introduction I note that Legacy is a uniquely Australian voluntary organisation of ex‑service personnel dedicated to the care of widows and dependants of comrades who died on active service or subsequently.

Legacy recognizes the practical and legal difficulties in trying to define "charities".

Nevertheless we are of the view that a useful starting point is that "charity " entails the relief of emotional, physical and financial needs where activities and funds raised are principally directed at the relief of those needs.

This would be managed by a Board of at least 5 comprising a majority of non‑executive members and subject to annual external audit in accordance with Government legislation. Any excess of annual income over expenditure should be expended in an organization's following three annual budgets.

Such a definition would clarify the distinction between "notfor profit " and 'for profit " organizations and hopefully deter fraudulent "for profit" organizations that pretend to be charities, or management dominated charities whose funds are "looted" by greedy management.

Whatever definition is ultimately chosen, Legacy is firmly of the view that it, and similar genuinely charitable organizations, require the retention and, if possible extension of their current tax free/advantageous status if they are to survive and continue to provide an enormously valuable financial and emotional contribution to Australian society.

In view of the current holiday season and necessarily restricted time limits, we would be happy to expand on the above comments if so desired.

Yours faithfully,

G.P.A. RICHES

VICE CHAIRMAN

