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The Tasmanian Council of State School Parents and Friends Associations Inc is a non‑profit association, incorporated under the Associations Incorporation Act (Tasmania) 1964. Under this Act an association is defined as:

(a) any association, society, club, institution, or body that is formed or carried on ‑
(i)
for a religious, educational, benevolent, or charitable purpose;

(H)
for the purpose of providing medical treatment or attention;

(W)
for the purpose of promoting or encouraging literature, science, or art;

(iv)
for the purpose of recreation or amusement,

(y)
for the purpose of establishing, managing, carrying on, or beautifying a

community centre,
(vi)
for the purpose of administering (whether as trustee or otherwise) any scheme orfundfor the payment of superannuation or retiring benefits to the members of any organisation or undertaking or the employees of any person or body of persons (whether incorporated or unincorporated); or

(vii)
for promoting any of therefore going purposes or any like purpose; and

(b) any other association, society, club, institution, or body that is declared by the Minister, by order, to be an association for the purposes of this Act.

Parent organisations at both State and school level, have been able to incorporate under this legislation under the provisions of paragraph (a)(i) as quoted above.

Australia‑wide, thousands of parent organisations work in schools predominantly for the purpose of fundraising for the benefit of students in their school community. This is a sector that appears to be overlooked in current legislation and which is inevitably "slotted in" under the education banner or community service sector (although they don't rate a mention in this issues paper). These organisations contribute millions of dollars to public education and are under increasing pressure with goverm‑nent schools generally operating with insufficient government support to meet their needs.

Legislation should clearly recognise school based parent organisations, as well as the State and Territory peak parent organisations, as non‑profit organisations.
If the term charity is to continue to be used it should also be clearly defined. However we do not believe that the terms charity, religious organisation and community service not for profit are relevant.

There needs to be a universal test devised, based on community notforprofit organisations that is altruistic and not for profit.

Yours sincerely

Richard Pickup


President

