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Submission to inquiry into definitional issues relating to charitable, religious and community service non-profit organizations.

This submission is made by Fiji-Australia Club, Brisbane Queensland

The club believes that there should be an independent body setup to address the above in order to clarify some of the issues which have been with us for centuries. Organisations like ours at present do not know who to go to for any questions regarding charitable issues. The club, we believe, is there for the benefit of the general public, such as the relief of poverty, sickness and suffering both in Australia and abroad. Last year, we applied to the Australian Taxation Office for being recognised as a public benevolent institution to purchase computer equipment and to be sales tax-exempt – we were declined. 

A clear cut definition of charities, religious and community service non-profit organizations is essential so that organizations like ours know where they stand.

There are anomalies in practice between levels of government and in the treatment of like community organizations. This causes confusion and frustrations within and between community organizations. 

It is sad on the voluntary members of organizations like us who miss out on relief from government taxes and charges and are also excluded from government or private funding. 

Our organization at times feels that the government turns a blind eye towards our minority ethnic community in terms of funding and grants thus leaving us disadvantaged socially. 

The club believes that it is time that definitions should be broadened out to encompass current day community values and beliefs so that organizations like ours keep on playing a vital role in our community to help the government of the day.

Thank you

Neel K. Kashyap

Vice President (Corporate Sponsorship and Grants)

Fiji-Australia Club Inc.

15 Bellflower Place

Calamvale QLD 4116

Phone/Fax (07) 3272 4007

Email: kashyapneel@hotmail.com
YOUR SOCIAL AND CULTURAL CLUB
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