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GTA Vic is aware of the other Group Training Association submissions (Group Training Australia Ltd and GTA – Queensland & NT) to this inquiry and supports those submissions fully.  The statements of purpose and service to the community described in those submissions apply equally in Victoria.  Therefore this submission will not attempt to replicate matters set out in those submissions but should be read alongside them to complement their positions.

In addition to the matters set out in the submissions from the National and Queensland Associations, GTA Vic seeks to make two additional points.

Firstly the speed and limited scope of this inquiry is of major concern.  It is highly improbable that a sector as complicated and diverse as that under study can adequately describe itself (or be measured and understood) in the time provided.  In addition it is perplexing that participants in the inquiry get such a limited understanding of the purpose of the inquiry.  Under these circumstances responses and facts are likely to be moulded around the expectation of what will follow the creation of “new” definitions.  Therefore GTA Vic is of the view that it has insufficient information (ie an inadequate Terms of Reference) to respond fully.

Secondly it is unlikely that this inquiry, with its focus on definitional issues, will be able to accurately assess the real value of the charity, religious or community service organisation to the community.  The isolation of the inquiry from the impact of administrative and legislative consequences of the definitions seems odd.  Under these circumstances the risks associated with definitions derived from the governing terms of reference are cause for concern.

The need to make eligibility for the benefits associated with charities, religions and community service organisations clear is acknowledged.  It is also acknowledged that the outdated approaches to describing this area need revising.  However there must be an unreserved guarantee that organisations currently operating in these areas under current rules will not be disadvantaged.  Many of these organisations have operated for many years, in good faith, under the existing regime.  In many cases long-term plans will be in place based on a continuation of the current system.

The organisations represented by GTA Vic operate in the not for profit community services area.  Their existence and continuity is the result of many years of work and planning by volunteer directors.  It would be disastrous if communities lost the services of these organisations and volunteers because of inappropriate definitions.  At the very least participants in the inquiry must be able to comment on draft positions before the final report of the inquiry is tabled.

GTA Vic will be pleased to further assist with the inquiry should that be required.

Yours sincerely

John Glover

Executive Director

