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Dear Mr Sheppard

The deliberations of the Inquiry into the definition of charities and related organisations is of significance to volunteers in the arts and cultural sector in Queensland. It is particularly important to regional organisations which contribute to the cultural life of remote communities.

The Queensland Government believes that the Inquiry must give due consideration to this valuable contribution by insuring that the definition embraces the full extent of arts and cultural practice. A rationale for this inclusion is found in the attached submission.
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Submission to the Inquiry into

the Definition of Charities and Related Organisations
from Arts Queensland, the Queensland Government's major funding,

advisory and advocacy body for the arts and cultural development

This submission argues for the inclusion of arts and cultural activities and organisations in any definitional framework for 'charitable, religious and community service not-for-profit organisations'.
Current social expectations and experiences in the arts and cultural sector

Figures from the 1998‑99 census reveal that the arts and cultural sector employs 870,000 Australia wide and is the second fastest growing industry contributing $3.4 billion to the economy. Over 40,000 of these workers are employed in Queensland.

Recent research has demonstrated the extent to which a further volunteer workforce contributes to the sector.' The study interviewed 88 Queensland Arts and Cultural organisations. Based on this study, it is estimated that over 70,000 volunteers contribute $56M worth of labour annually in this State alone. However the ubiquity of the contribution of this sector has made it invisible, as is evident from its omission from the majority of examples in the Issues Paper.

If arts and cultural organisations are not recognised and adequately represented in the definition this significant volunteer contribution is under threat. Volunteerism is fragile in the current climate of economic rationalism and from rising petrol prices and other costs incurred in the volunteer's contribution. At the same time, there is increasing pressure on these organisations to undertake commercial activities and to enter into partnerships with government agencies and the corporate sector to better perform their core purpose. Increased bureaucratisation of voluntary committee processes or any taxation of funds raised in the service of the community will destroy this fragile ecology.

Community service not‑for‑profit contribution of the sector

Arts and cultural organisations affected by the framing of this definition would include arts and craft groups, amateur theatre companies, Queensland Arts Council branches (68.), Halls Associations, Festival Associations (there are over 300 festivals and events in Queensland), galleries, libraries and museums support groups, historical societies, and cultural diversity support organisations. These organisations may be entirely voluntary, or may employ professional staff. There are also groups which assist state and local government to distribute publicly‑funded goods and services, such as the elected committees which administer the Regional Arts Development Fund in 119 local council areas in Queensland.

All of these groups must be included in a definition of which 'altruism' is the measure, as their members are motivated by a belief that what they do is a good thing and there is tangible evidence of the benefits of arts and cultural activity to the community.
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' Volunteers in the Queensland Arts and Cultural Sector, Rebecca Scollen, December 2000. 

For full text of the study see www.arts.qld.gov.au
The nature and purpose of arts and cultural activity

Arts and cultural activity is tied to individual and communal creative expression and identity as well as the delivery of goods and services that add to quality of life. Through the mediums of visual arts practice, theatre making, dance, festival and other community celebration, literary and heritage activities, we make a statement about who we are and consolidate our sense of community. Arts and cultural activities are increasingly being integrated into the strategic plans of all tiers of government because of the community benefits of creative activity. Their essentially altruistic purpose includes community capacity building, community revitalisation, the maintenance of a healthy social environment and better quality of life.

Enhancing existing definitions

It is therefore argued that any future definition should acknowledge the existence of the extensive arts and cultural component of the community service not‑for‑profit sector and be broad enough to accommodate the range of activities presented here, whose nature and purpose fall within the brief of the Inquiry.

