BREAST CANCER ACTION
NSW
The Hon Ian Sheppard AO QC

Chair, Definition of Charities Inquiry

The Treasury

Langton Street, Parkes ACT 2600

Dear Mr Sheppard

Inquiry into the Definition of Charities and Related Organisations
The Breast Cancer Action Group NSW Inc wishes to make a submission to the above Inquiry. We understand we are a few days late, but would appreciate your consideration of our views.

Like many other community organisations which are endorsed charitable institutions (item 1.1, Subdivision 50‑5 of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997), we are in a very grey area (perhaps quite black) with regards the current definition of a charity for the purposes of becoming a Deductible Gift Recipient. Our operations depend entirely on donations from our members and the community, on voluntary work and are for the benefit of the community ‑ in particular Australian women.

The Definition of Charities Inquiry is an extremely important opportunity to update present regulations which do not reflect the needs of the community, nor the position of non-government, not for profit, public good organisations like ours and many others. We understand a large number of anomalies exist, such as political parties having DGR status, while other organisations which advocate on behalf of community needs, as a part of their purpose, do not. 

We also see the Inquiry as being able to effect the Prime Minister's stated view that people should be encouraged to assist charitable organisations, to relieve the burden on the government.

We firmly believe that organisations like the Breast Cancer Action Group NSW should be regarded as a public benevolent institution for DGR endorsement within a revised state and commonwealth definition. We are a non‑profit body, our work is not carried on for the purpose of any kind of private gain, we provide a public benefit through our support services, provision of information and public education. All our activities are directed towards reducing the burden of breast cancer on the community, and particularly on those who have been, or will be diagnosed.

Regarding public advocacy conducted by organisations like ours, we would not be able to undertake many of the aspects of the benevolent work we do without the tool of public advocacy; We agree with the NSW Cancer Council view that it would appear highly discriminatory to exclude organisations which undertake advocacy to support their predominant benevolent purpose, and that "it is a natural entitlement for all Australian citizens, as individuals or corporation, to make their views about p1public policy known".

We would also like to note the comment by the President of ACOSS, who said recently that a good policy is worth more than a thousand blankets (Radio 2GB, 6.45 am, 2 Feb 2001).

I am sure there is no need to point out that good policies and good practices come about through good consultation with stakeholders and the community. For this to happen, those organisations which have given considered and informed thought, reflecting the views and concerns of their constituency, need to be heard. Some financial incentive to the donors of such organisations will assist their being able to take part in discussion and decision‑making, along with more direct services.

Many of the organisations which already have DGR status, do indeed undertake public advocacy, despite the old definition. Thus, an update to reflect the operations of Australian benevolent institutions/ charities and to address anomalies is very timely.

BCAG NSW Recommendation:

That the Charity Definition Inquiry adopt the principle that public advocacy is an appropriate, and often necessary, activity or tool of organisations classified as charitable or public benevolent institutions, and should not affect their DGR status when undertaken in support of their purposes.
Thankyou for the opportunity to make a submission to the Inquiry.

Yours sincerely

SALLY CROSSING

Chair

14 February 2001
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