Dear Judge Sheppard

The purpose of this submission is to draw attention to Associations such as

ours which are not-for-profit organisations, but may be different in many

respects from the traditional charity and religious organisations that seem

to be the main focus of the Issues Paper.

The principal characteristics of our Association (and probably hundreds of

thers like it) are:

o       incorporation under State or Territory Associations law

o       legislative prohibition on acting as a trading body

o       relatively small scale operation

o       administration by volunteers, usually unpaid, with assistance

sometimes from paid staff

o       income from members' fees, charges for services and occasional grants

o       relatively small budgets

o       no long term relationship with governments.

There is no reason to expect that organisations such as this will not

continue indefinitely, that their characteristics will change, or that they

will develop some of the complexities affecting the organisations of

primary concern to the Inquiry.  Any commercial arrangements developed as

result of organisation activities have to be undertaken by separate

entities, such as trading corporations, co-operatives or members' own

commercial entities.

Unless all State and Territory legislation is to be changed, there is a

need for Commonwealth definitions and practices that include the

incorporated associations.  They do not sit easily with the existing

definitions referred to in the Issues Paper (charity, religious body,

community service not-for-profit organisation, public benevolent

institution).

A separate definition should be included so that policy and administration

questions related to these associations can be determined by the factors

relating to them rather than to other organisations with different

characteristics.

We would be happy to work further with you and your Secretariat to achieve

the desired outcome.

Yours sincerely

Nelson Quinn)

Email:  aranmohr@dynamite.com.au

