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Submissions

Inquiry into the Definition of

Charities and Related Organisations
c/o The Treasury

Parkes Place

PARKES 
2600

Dear Sir,

Re:

Submission to the Inquiry by TRTAG Inc

Our Organisation operates voluntarily, strictly in accordance with a valid and up to date Constitution, which clearly defines its objects (as seen in enclosed copy)as summarily to represent Public Housing tenants throughout, North Queensland in liaison with the Department of Housing and the Community. It is our purpose to seek positive gains in the quantity and quality of such housing, to work to change attitudes to Public Housing, to seek better services for tenants and promote a sense of Community.

The primary concern we wish to raise before the Inquiry is that an Organisation such as ours should not be excluded from the definition of "CHARITY" as would appear to be the case under current but anciently enacted legislation. Although our Constitution contains appropriate "NON‑PROFIT" and "DISSOLUTION" clauses aid our services deemed critical to the societal disadvantaged and indeed impact on structural problems within the Community as a whole, it seems wrong that we can fall outside
The definition of "CHARITY" on the grounds of being considered merely an "ADVOCACY".  Resultant problems we forsee are:​

1.
Our operations are therefore compromised by riot being 
able to access all of the benefits granted to a "CHARITY" in the areas of taxes, GST concessions, State stamp duty and fund raising laws

2.
We fear becoming forced into competition with larger Organisations to gain ongoing funding at a time when the state of the economy seems to be enforcing a general 
cut back on the funding arrangements of all Government bodies.
3.
With Local Governments in particular being forced to limit 
their involvement in societal problems, the demand upon Organisations such as ours continues to increase and strain 
existing resources making it more difficult to operate.

4.
It is our firm belief that the present definition of 
"CHARITY" no longer has relevance in todays' social and economic environment and that the definition relative 
to non‑profit, non‑commercial organisations be re‑enacted in legislation.  
The criteria for the classification of appropriate definitions must be broadened to allow for inclusion 
of voluntary organisations like ours that work solely for the benefit of the whole community.

It is surely apparent to everyone that current and future Governments will continue a policy that communities must stand on their own. Reliance on such organisations can only increase and their role in a proper functioning future society will become paramount, hence, the need to now introduce for tem necessary framework to support and encourage their valuable contributions.

We hope our submission conforms to your criteria and assists with the enquiry.

Yours sincerely,

Jennifer Hansen

Treasurer

TRTAG Inc.

Townsville/Thuringowa
on behalf of our representative at the Seminar 
Mr. Neil McCaig.

