
DEFINITION OF CHARITIES AND RELATED ORGANISATIONS




EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

The Queensland Local Ambulance Committees are unique.

The LAC is the Community arm of the Queensland Ambulance Service (QAS) and as such has the responsibility to promote the interests of the local Ambulance Service, and to assist that service in every way possible, to achieve its goal of high quality pre-hospital service and provision of specialised patient transport services.

The Queensland Ambulance Service is a statutory body, and an arm of State Government.

The LACs provide, through public fund raising and community promotion, equipment required by local QAS services.

LACs are not-for profit organisations, which accept donations into Trust funds, run fund-raising activities of all types, and liase between the community and the QAS. 

BUT, because they are not able to give 'direct service' they are no longer entitled to any PBI or DGR status, and have to pay GST on all fund-raising activities. 

TO THE ENQUIRY INTO THE DEFINITION OF CHARITIES AND RELATED ORGANISATIONS:

Local Ambulance Committees in Queensland are unique.

They support locally Queensland Ambulance Services, (QAS)) both by promotion and fund-raising. However, these ambulance services are an arm of Government in this state. 

LACs provide, through public fund raising, additional equipment required by local QAS services, thus saving State Government much additional spending.

The purchased equipment always remains the property of the Qld Ambulance Service, but is usually beyond the reach of Government funding to provide. Government Emergency Services' budgets provide capital equipment, but the provision by a local LAC of such items as defibrillators, specialised splints, pulse oximeters, etc., which contribute to life saving Ambulance responses, is vital to the service.

Local Ambulance committees are not-for-profit organisations, which accept donations into Trust funds, run fund-raising activities of all types. Their functions are as follows:

1. To liaise between the community it represents and the Queensland Ambulance Service;

2. To promote community participation in and awareness of ambulance services;

3. To provide advice to the Commissioner in respect of Ambulance Services in the community it represents;

4. To undertake fundraising activities for the benefit of ambulance services in the community it represents;

5. To manage money held in trust for the benefit of ambulance services in the community it represents;

6. Such other functions as the Minister agrees to.

The fundraising activities have been jeopardised by restrictions recently imposed by the requirements of the GST and the ATO.

We, (the LACs) cannot claim any status now, such as PBI or DGR, as we are not  considered to be providing 'direct service'.

This has impacted on the fund-raising efforts, of which 10% has to be paid to the ATO. (In our first BAS, approx. $500)

I am speaking on behalf of just one LAC, so the impact statewide must be considerable.

The rural LACs support 500 honorary ambulance bearers, who carry the brunt of the service in their areas. These bearers receive a uniform, public liability insurance, but nothing else.

Definitions currently available do not cover us, it seems we are in the overall category of 'community services not-for-profit organisations'. We have ABN numbers, but can no longer quote PBI status in local purchasing. This is because in the ATO definition, we do not provide 'direct service'. 

I should suggest a re-definition of the PBI and DGR status of similar organisations to ours, which exist solely to provide service and equipment, albeit at secondary distance.

All voluntary committees and volunteer workers are affected by the changes imposed on 1 July 2000, and we (the public) cannot afford to lose these services. The above mentioned GST imposition on fund-raising has hit us hard and will reduce our capacity to serve our communities in the future.

Being (at long distance) linked to a Government statutory body is of no assistance to us, apart from the public liability insurance available to cover us when conducting fund-raising or community awareness activities. We still have the responsibility of managing monies held in Trust for local ambulance services, and auditing these, but without any benefits.

The old definition of PBI is outdated, but continued in use purely as a definition to obtain Sales Tax Exemption. As this whole area is now redundant, let's scrap the PBI definition as well. 
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