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The Hon Ian Sheppard

Chair, Inquiry into the Definition of

Charities and Related Organisations

c/o The Treasury

Parkes Place

PARKES ACT 2600

18 January 2001

Dear Mr Sheppard

Attached is a submission prepared by the Murdoch University Guild of Students for the Inquiry into the Definition of Charities and Related Organisations.

The Guild is happy to assist the Inquiry in any other way it deems appropriate.

Yours sincerely

Greg Mahney

General Manager

Submission from:

Murdoch University Guild of Students 

RE: 
Inquiry into the 

Definition of Charities and Related Organisations

Murdoch University Guild of Students is a not-for-profit community based organisation set up to further the advancement of education. It provides representation, advocacy, referrals and other services to students enrolled at Murdoch University.  

Members of the Guild of Students receive additional benefits which range from welfare advice/assistance and  academic appeals to discounted parking and other concessions aimed at enhancing the social and economical well-being of students.   Many of our members are low income earners, welfare dependant or identify as being from a disadvantaged or marginalised sector of the community.  ie people with disabilities, sole parents, youth and students from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds.

The Guild of Students also supports club and societies providing assistance and advice on such issues as establishing and running a club or society on campus.  This year groups we have assisted include; Murdoch Aboriginal Islander Students Association, The Women’s Collective, The International Student Association and The Sexuality Collective.  Clubs and societies provide opportunities for like-minded groups of people and individuals with similar interests, or who are from the same cultural backgrounds to get together, build networks and engage in recreation and social activities.

ISSUES

Attributes, purpose and behaviour of the sector in the current environment

We are aware that there has been a steady change in the way charities and not-for-profit organisations deliver welfare and related services.  The current trend appears to be aimed at supporting and assisting individuals toward advocating on their own behalf, thereby aiding individuals to seek and develop solutions to difficulties and/or issues they may be facing.  This can be seen as a positive move towards empowering individuals and communities.  The Guild believes the services it provides encourages and empowers students towards exploring options, developing solutions and ultimately controlling their own lives.

In order to provide the best possible service to Guild members it is essential that the Guild generate an income.   The Guild is wholly self sufficient, supporting itself through membership and a number of not-for-profit commercial activities within the University eg Sir Walters Café and the Guild Sport and Recreation Centre.  Occasionally the University provides funds for specific service provision and the promotion of activities etc.

Wholly or partially charitable, religious or community service not-for-profit organisations

The Guild is a wholly not-for-profit organisation.  Providing representation and services to the students of Murdoch University is our sole purpose.  As mentioned previously the Guild undertakes certain commercial activities to raise funds for its core activities.  We believe the nature of the commercial activity should not be an issue, so long as the activity is operating in a professional and legal manner, and provided any surpluses are used to support the organisation’s core activities.  Under the current climate of ‘mutual obligation’ there appears to be an expectation that community based organisations will engage in activities, commercial and non-commercial in order to support the organisation’s core purpose effectively.  We do not believe it is appropriate to distinguish between these.

Existing Definitions

The term charity may be considered by some to be ‘outdated’. Terms more appropriate in today’s current social and economic climate may include; Welfare agency, advocacy service, self help group, emergency relief agency or community group.  The four ‘purposes of charity’ continue to have relevance in today’s society and could be expanded, clarified and updated to include marginalised groups such as people from non-English speaking backgrounds, Aboriginals and the gay and lesbian community.

Framework and Key Criteria for classification (Suggestions)
· Non-profit organisation

· Core purpose is to enhance the lives of target group through service provision and other related activities

· Assists in the relief of financial hardship and other difficulties, identified as resulting in a person or community group being disadvantaged

· Enhances the lives of individuals through advancement of education and training

· Promotion and advancement of religion in order to improve the lives of individuals and communities

· A service which is aimed at assisting individuals to support and control their own lives
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Suzanne Hanson

Education & Welfare Officer
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