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MULTILIT( TUTORIAL CENTRE GLADSTONE INC.

ABN 45 816 758 386 

Submission for inquiry into the Definition of Charities and Related Organisations

Gladstone has been good to us and I was looking for some way to put something back. In December 1998 I became aware of Bill Crews and the Exodus Foundation at Ashfield in Sydney. They are providing potential street children with alternatives by teaching them to read, improving their self esteem and addressing their school and social survival skills. The Exodus Foundation runs "Streetwise to Schoolwise" a program using the Maquarie University Special Education Centre's (MUSEC) MULTILIT (Making Up Lost Time In Literacy) course. 

Multilit delivers an intensive skills based program for late primary early secondary school students with average reading ages of 7 years 6 months who have been identified by their schools as being low progress readers unable to access secondary schooling and at strong risk of being alienated from school.

Multilit aims to enable the participating students to become functionally literate in two school terms and improve their self esteem. The program addresses their school and social survival skills, enables them to access secondary schooling with confidence and positions them to become self supporting members of the community. 

Multilit has been taught at the Exodus Foundation at Ashfield in Sydney since 1996. 26 of the original 41 students from that year were assessed by MUSEC at the end of 1999. Their average reading age was at least 10 years 11 months for accuracy and 10 years 5 months for comprehension. 37 of the 41 students had been successfully retained in the school system at the end of 1999. 

Following a meeting in Gladstone in August 1999 with the District Director Education Queensland, Gladstone District state school principals and Bill Crews, I requested MUSEC consider helping us implement the program in Gladstone. They responded  in June 2000 with a proposal for the conduct of an 18 month Multilit program starting school term 3, 2000. 

Their proposal was accepted and the Gladstone Tutorial Centre will open when schools resume next year on Monday 29 January 2001. Available free of charge and without discrimination it will target financially and socially disadvantaged students from three high and ten primary schools in the Gladstone district. Subject to community support, there will be twenty students in each intake from mid 2001.

Three teachers have completed three weeks training at MUSEC in Sydney. The first intake of students has been selected and comprises fourteen children from Education Queensland primary and secondary schools.


The Tutorial Centre is an alliance between Education Queensland and the Gladstone Distict community. District school principals have agreed to support the program for two years and fund one teacher position. 

The Centre will operate from 0900 until 1300 each school day at the Mission to Seafarers in the Gladstone marina. Away from the environment that contributes in some ways to their disaffection. The TAFE bus will return them to their schools each afternoon.

MUSEC will closely monitor student progress, provide teacher support, make frequent visits throughout 2001 and report individual student progress at the end of each intake.

PO Box 126 Gladstone, Qld., 4680
        Tel 07 4978 1665
            Fax 07 4978 1928
Multilt Tutorial Centre Gladstone was Incorporated in Queensland on 8 August 2000 and Certificate of Sanction No.4690 was issued by the Queensland Office of Fair Trading on 31 August 2000.  ABN 45 816 758 386 and GST Registration were effective from 1 August 2000 and we were endorsed by the Australian Tax Office as an income tax exempt charity effective 01 July 2000.  

Chris Tanner Pty Ltd is funding the Macquarie University fees but an estimated $150,000 is needed to fund two teachers and maintain the centre in 2001. All financial transactions will be fully disclosed on the internet.

Although endorsed as an income tax exempt charitable entity there is no provision under the tax act for the Gladstone Tutorial Centre to be endorsed as a Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR). I had hoped gaining appropriate letters of support, appointing an auditor and fully disclosing all financial details on the internet would have been sufficient. 

 However it will be possible for donations to be tax free if we form an alliance with an endorsed DGR.

We have yet to form such an alliance but the end result will be more complex to administer and audit and more expensive to manage.

The Management Committee is responsible for raising the funds. All members are in senior positions in the Gladstone district workforce and their time to devote to this program is limited.  $150,000 is a lot of community support even with tax deductibility; with GST payable most will come from Gladstone business. The task will be harder if the money trail is not in a direct unimpeded line. I was hoping for cost free administration using the internet and a direct link between the management committee and the community. 

I am writing to ask those on the Inquiry to do their best to make it easier for community members to help one another and solve their own problems. In accordance with procedures which are simple to administer, simple to audit and inexpensive to implement.

Chris Tanner

President

Multilit Tutorial Centre Gladstone Inc.

Mobile:
0418 792920

Email:

ctanner@selcon.com.au

