HCJB World Radio Australia

The Secretary

Inquiry into the Definition of Charities and Related Organisations
Federal Treasury Building

Parkes Place

PARKES ACT 2600

Dear Sir

We write to seek your confirmation that our missionary society can be regarded as a religious order in Australia. This only seems possible if the current definition of the term was broadened to include modern‑day missionary societies such as ours.

Since your Inquiry is examining the definitions used by the Australian Taxation Office, we bring to your attention that Taxation Ruling TR 92/17 defines a religious order as follows ‑
14. "In a religious order, many, if not all, of the following characteristics will be present:

(a)
members generally are separated from secular society to pursue the religious life on a full‑time basis and normally live together as part of a community;

(b)
members participate regularly in activities such as private and public prayer, religious study, teaching, care of the aged~ missionary work or church reform;

(c)
the order is related to a particular religious institution and generally is directly or indirectly under the control and supervision of, or is funded, either partially or wholly, by that body;

(d)
members renounce in principle any possession of property and they live under a strict set of rules requiring moral and spiritual self​sacrifice and dedication to the goals of the organisation at the expense of their material well‑being;

(e)

members of the order make a long‑term commitment to the order.

As far as we are aware, no religious order in Australia, Catholic or Protestant, meets all of these requirements.

HCJB Australia considers that, in this modern day, the historic requirements of "poverty, chastity and obedience" have become anachronistic and outdated.

To replace these requirements, yet still remain a religious order, HCJB Australia require of their missionary personnel ‑
(a) to be Christians who are separated from secular society in that they have been called by God to pursue full time missionary service;

(b) to make a lifetime commitment for missionary service;

(c) to be members of a recognised Christian denomination and commissioned by a local congregation to work in full time missionary service;

(d) to be active participants in the spiritual life of the mission, including daily prayer and Bible study;

(e) to receive no material benefits from their missionary service other than remuneration equivalent to, or less than, that received by full time ministers of religion in Australia.

HCJB Australia urges your Inquiry to bring up to date the definition of the term religious order where it applies to taxation concessions made available to religious workers in Australia. We would be very happy to supplement this submission by an appearance before your Inquiry.

Yours faithfully

David Maindonald
Australian Director

