Reference S48

16 January 2001

The Hon. I F Sheppard AO,QC
Chairman

Inquiry into the Definition of

Charities and related Organisations
C/‑ The Treasury

Parkes Place

PARKES ACT 2600

Dear Mr Sheppard,

Thank you for inviting Lions Multiple District 201 (Lions Australia) to make a submission for consideration by the Members of the Committee of Inquiry.

The International Association of Lions Clubs was formed in 1917 as a community service not for‑profit organization and now operates in some 44,000 Clubs in over 187 countries and geographic areas, having a membership of some 1.5 million people of both sexes. The first Australian Lions Club was chartered in 1947 and Lions Australia now embraces some 30,000 persons in 1,400 Clubs throughout our country. It is estimated that the total funds contributed to the community each year by Lions Clubs is 22 million dollars.

I have enclosed, for your information, copies of our Objects and Ethics together with documentation giving a brief outline of our work and history in community affairs.

It is the belief of Lions Australia that we, as an organisation, play a significant role in the civic, cultural, and moral welfare of our community. Each of our members, whatever his or her position within the organization, devotes time and labour without financial reward. Our organisation assists all Governments in providing for the care and well being of those less fortunate in the community and accordingly, we believe, contributes a significant saving to the public purse.

Unlike some other bodies, no activity by Lions has a purpose secondary to our Objects. Each activity can fairly be said to be undertaken for, and contribute towards, the sole and dominant purpose of our Association, summed up in our motto 'We Serve'.

Whilst Lions is recognised as a community service not‑for‑profit organisation, it is not presently regarded as a public benevolent institution. That lack of recognition effectively prohibits the receipt by Lions Australia of tax deductible donations ‑monies which would help fund our programmes for the betterment of our community.

It is recognised that not all community service not‑for‑profit organisations should be granted tax deductible status. It is however, I believe, fair to suggest that approved bodies should be assisted in that manner.

Your Committee might wish to consider the recommendation of a definition I approved community service organisation' deemed to imply an organisation which is:

‑
non‑profit

‑
conducted for altrusic community benefit

‑
subject to lodgement of detailed financial statements

‑
payments to which attract tax deductibility subject to the monies so paid being expended

(a)
by way of payment for the relief of poverty, the needs of the aged, the relief of sickness or


the relief of distress or

(b)
by way of a payment in connection with the conduct of an 'approved project'

‑
being an organisation governed on a National or State(s) basis

‑
and in respect of which payments attracting tax deductibility are made only to the principal

governing Board of the organisation.
‑
For the purposes of the definition, it is suggested that 'an approved project' be deemed to mean a

project adopted by any properly convened Convention or General Meeting of the organisation
and which is in furtherance of the objects of that organisation.
It is submitted that the recognition of 'approved Community Service Organisations' would be of considerable public benefit.

I trust that my submission, on behalf of Lions Australia, attracts the support of the Committee. Should I be able to assist you in any way or should any matter require clarification, please do not hesitate to let me know.

Yours sincerely

JOHN POWELL Executive Officer Multiple District 201 of Lions Clubs International Inc.

Cc National Chairman Lindsay Marsden

