18 January 2001

Koolyangarra Casual Child Care Centre Inc.

32 River Street

Mackay
4740

Inquiry into the Definition of Charities and Related Organizations

C/- The Treasury

Parkes Place

Parkes

2600

Dear Members

Koolyangarra Casual Child Care Centre Inc is a community-based, not-for-profit organization, based in Mackay Queensland.  It is managed by parent and community representatives, and provides high-quality childcare services to families in Mackay.

We welcome this Inquiry and the opportunity it offers to review the current situation for childcare services.

As you are no doubt aware, childcare services are presently unable to obtain charitable status.  We believe this is discriminatory, and that such exclusion shows a grave lack of understanding of the roles and target groups of not-for-profit childcare services.

Koolyangarra, in common with many other not-for-profit childcare services, provides a necessary service to many disadvantaged families in our community.  Childcare services fulfill many roles for families, including:

· opportunities for parents to access and retain employment

· opportunities for parents to access and complete training and education

· respite for single parents

· services for children with disabilities, and respite for their families

· services for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families, particularly in accordance with the “early Childhood Policy” which aims to improve the quality of learning experiences for children during the early years of their schooling

· care and support for children at risk of abuse or neglect

· care and support for children of women (or parents) in crisis

We believe these services contribute greatly to the overall well-being of families, and provide necessary assistance to those who may be disadvantaged.

Further, we strongly endorse the submission by the Queensland Council of Social Service (QCOSS), which also argues for the inclusion of childcare services in the definition of “charity”.

Finally, we support and endorse the submissions by Senator John Woodley, the Australian Council of Social Service (ACOSS), and QCOSS that a separate body be established to regulate the definition and operation of charities throughout Australia.

For any further information or clarification of the issues raised above, please contact me or the Director of Koolyangarra, by phoning 07-4953 4526 during business hours.

Yours faithfully

Mrs Judy Atkins

President 

