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The Hon. Ian Sheppard AO QC

Chairman

Inquiry into the Definition of Charities and related Organisations

C/- Treasury Parkes Place

PARKES ACT 2600
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national@asthma.org.au
Asthma Australia is the association of the seven State and Territory Asthma Foundations constituting the national peak consumer body for people with asthma in Australia.

I write on behalf of Asthma Australia in support of the submission lodged by the Asthma Foundation of Queensland relating to the definition of charities which is the cornerstone of this inquiry.

Asthma Australia whole heartedly agrees that “the establishment of a single benchmark by which all charities will be measured” leading to a common definition enacted in the legislation of all States and Territories appears to be the most appropriate way of providing consistency across the board for all charities. (Lonsdale, P. 2001)  Furthermore, we concur with the views of the Asthma Foundation of Queensland in endorsing the need to ensure that the definition reflects a move from the old ‘residual welfare’ model to one that is in keeping with the developmental nature of charities in the 21st century among other principles underpinning a new definition.

Given the vast diversity between types of charities in Australia we agree that it may be more appropriate to develop categories for charities thereby differentiating them from religious organisations and other not-for-profits.

We agree that the current PBI definition is no longer relevant and support the view “that once a charity is registered under the common definition, it should automatically be entitled to the taxation exemptions and benefits normally available to such bodies”. (Lonsdale, P. 2001)   

As the national peak consumer body for people with asthma we strongly believe that a common definition needs to be consumer rather than policy focussed to accurately reflect the work being carried out at the community level.  

We commend the submission from the Asthma Foundation of Queensland to you as one that broadly reflects the views of the membership of Asthma Australia and look forward to receiving further information from you on further progress of the inquiry.

Yours sincerely,

Asthma Australia

Anne Wilson

Chief Executive Officer
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