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Executive summary

Description of organisation

Purpose

The Australian Evangelical Alliance exists to resource and assist Christian leaders, churches and parachurch Christian bodies in the faithful adherence to and propagation of orthodox mainstream Christian beliefs.

Structure

AEA is an incorporated association with a national board, and committees or reference groups at state and territory level.

Its members are individuals and organisations who support its aims.

Activities

· publishing - a quarterly journal, occasional booklets, distribution of several periodicals

· activities of voluntary working groups - especially

· Theological Commission

· Religious Liberty Commission

· Commission on Women’s Concerns

· Evangelism Commission 

· Leadership Commission

· Missions Commission

· Insurance program

· missionary personnel insurance for members of mission organisations while overseas

· group insurance program for 

Specific issues

14.
These different situations raise a number of issues for defining organisations as wholly or partially charitable, religious or community service not-for-profit.

· Under common law, there is no distinction between wholly or partially; organisations are either charitable or not, religious or not, or community service not-for-profit or not. However, an organisation could be regarded as partially or wholly charitable, religious or community service not-for-profit if the emphasis moves from the organisation as a whole to the activities of the organisation. That is, the purpose of each of the activities, not just the purpose of the organisation as a whole, could be considered. A partially charitable or religious or community service not-for-profit organisation could be determined on some assessment of its individual activities.
· A related issue is whether the purpose of the activity or the nature of the activity is used as the relevant criterion in a definition, or whether the nature of the activity is to be disregarded.

15. These questions arise regardless of the scope of the terms charitable, religious or community service not-for-profit.

Should definitions be based on the purpose of the activities carried out by the organisation only, or on the nature of the activity?

Should account be taken of multiple purposes, or is it appropriate to rely on the sole or dominant purpose of an organisation in order to define it?
What methodology is appropriate to determine when a purpose is secondary?

For organisations, such as religious organisations, that perform a wide spectrum of activities, is it appropriate to define the various activities differently?

Is it appropriate to distinguish between commercial and non-commercial activities undertaken by charities and related organisations?
Is there an expectation that charities and related organisations will undertake commercial activities in order to perform their core purpose effectively?  How should these activities be defined and should they have a role in determining the definition of the organisation?

24.
A religious organisation is:

· a non-profit organisation; and 

· instituted for religious purposes;

· where religion refers to a set of beliefs that include a belief in a supernatural Being, Thing or Principle and the acceptance of canons of conduct which give effect to that belief, but which do not go against the ordinary laws.

religious orders and missionary societies. For-profit bodies that sell religious books or other materials and self-betterment groups are not religious organisations.

34.
An issue that arises in examining the existing definitions of charity and related concepts is whether to base the definitions on the common law or to enact new definitions. Some considerations are:

· the flexibility and adaptability of the law to changing social and economic influences;

· the administrative ease of applying the definition; and

· the level of certainty provided to the sector and administrators.

Should the definitions of charitable, religious and community service not-for-profit organisations be left to the courts or enacted in legislation? What are the advantages and disadvantages of the different approaches?

37.
An issue to be considered in developing options for new definitions is what are the appropriate criteria for developing a classification. Those criteria could include issues already discussed in the Issues Paper, such as:

· the purpose of the organisation;

· the nature of the activities undertaken by the organisation; and

· the type of service provided (for example, direct assistance and prevention, advocacy or self-help).
1
2

