ANTaR QLD ASSOCIATION Inc.

Australians for Native Title and Reconciliation

27 Cordelia Street South Brisbane, Queensland 4101, Australia

Tel +617 3844 9800 Fax +617 3844 9562

Email: antarqld@dovenetq.net.a
ABN 7585 8856 289

TO: Inquiry into the Definition of Charities and Related Organisations,
C/o The Treasury, Parkes Place, PARKES, ACT 2600

We are a not‑for‑profit association, incorporated under the Associations Law in Queensland.

Our aims are: To build and maintain good relationships with local Indigenous communities and organisations.
To educate the community about past and present relationships between Indigenous people and Australian governments and institutions.

To bring together people working for, or interested in, furthering the rights of Indigenous Australians.

To promote and co‑ordinate actions, activities and events which inform, educate and promote a positive relationship between Indigenous and Non‑Indigenous Australians.

To achieve recognition of the Land Rights, Native Title Rights and traditional Land Relationships of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and to work to this end in consultation and co‑operation with Indigenous communities.

To influence Australian governments to enact or amend current legislation to reflect the rights of Indigenous Australians.

In a more just, and less racist, world, our association would not be necessary. However, in the present circumstances,

• Lack of recognition of Land Rights of Indigenous Australians,

• Lack of recognition and understanding of traditional Land Relationships of Indigenous Australians,

• Very high proportion of Indigenous Australians incarcerated

• Very different health and life expectancy patterns amongst Australians

• Unacceptable social conditions in many Indigenous communities

• High unemployment rates for Indigenous Autralians etc etc etc

There is a need for 'people‑driven' associations which attempt to ameliorate the situation.

Such associations need three main things to power them:

• An ethical/social conscience amongst many Australians

• People willing and able to give their time to work towards fulfilling their aims

• Funds to pay for the infrastructure, running expenses, staff costs etc.

In today's very changeable employment and financial situation all three things are becoming problematic.
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An ethical/social conscience does exist amongst many people, in spite of the many other urgent calls on their emotional and physical energies. Time many people are working longer and longer hours, just to keep their current jobs. Others cannot get employment but do not have sufficient money to be able to afford to volunteer their services (transport, lunch money, reasonable clothes, phone calls etc). Other people do not have the opportunity to update their skills to use current technologies and are difficult to employ effectively in a modem office situation. Money: if we cannot get sufficient competent people to donate their time, we need to pay competent people to provide the co‑ordination, continuity and skills needed to fulfil our aims. However, many supporters are financially limited and so cannot give much more than the widow's mite. Those supporters with reasonable and even excess money, have an ingrained preference to donate their dollars to 'tax‑deductible' organisations.
Our problems with the current situation.

Under the current definitions of a charity and a Public Benevolent Institution, we are neither. All we are allowed to be is a non‑profit community association.

Why are ANTaR Qld, and similar associations, not able to get PBI status and tax-deductibility? There is a very limited and short‑term definition of charity and public benevolence. Feeding a starving child is laudable, teaching a person to fish is laudable, but lobbying to ensure that the family continue to have land to live on and fish to live off, is considered lobbying and therefore not worth support by the taxpayers.

If our Association gives money to relive suffering amongst Indigenous Australians we can be counted as a charity but if we ask why they are suffering, and state our desire to see their circumstances changed for the better, we are no longer a charity, we are a lobby group. Every group in the world that has some aims to achieve, is a lobby group. It is time that the government admitted that those groups who work for structural and permanent improvement to our society are just as much Public Benevolent Institutions as those who provide emergency help like Mission Australia or groups like Guide Dogs for the Blind, Life‑line and the Hospital Funds.

Why our society needs associations like ours.

Societies change and improve because of the efforts of people, usually outside the main government and other institutions, to make changes. This is because bureaucracies create their own culture and their own hunger for power and growth. The best way to control them and to keep them focussed on their real work is to have considerable numbers of healthy community associations lobbying for changes, pointing out problems and suggesting better ways of doing things.

To be effective, such associations need to have a critical mass, whereby they can know enough about their particular concern to be able to lobby effectively, make submissions (such as this one)and be able to focus on both the big and the small pictures.

In fact, such associations often are asked to react to, and in a similar manner, as the university‑trained, air‑conditioned office, fully computenised staff of the government departments whom they are lobbying. The situation is very reminiscent to that of David and Goliath except that David apparently had God helping him, whereas community associations cannot assume that they will receive any such help.

What do we need to be more effective change agents in Australia?

What we do need, speaking for associations such as ANTaR Qld and undoubtedly the many other similar associations, is a recognition of the value of the work which we do. The best form such recognition can take is not Orders of Australia for long‑standing members but some lessening of the burdens imposed on us by government.

I .

Ways to encourage individuals and companies to donate funds to enable us to carry out our aims. This would include tax deductibility from income tax for donors, possibly things 
to help people leave money in their wills, ways in which businesses could donate their


employees' time or goods. Most tax‑paying donors really prefer to donate to tax​


deductible associations. They consider that it gives the association the same amount of


money and it costs them much less. It also means that it forces the government to


basically donate money to what the donor considers to be a worthwhile cause.

2.
Help with things such as public liability insurance. Perhaps the government could help to


set up something so that small associations running public events would not be risking the


financial futures of all the executive members if there is a public liability claim.

3.
Reduction of paperwork associated with dealing with government departments.

4.
The advent of the GST is causing considerable financial burdens on small associations


such as ours. We are having to pay GST on our purchases, services etc but we do not


warrant registering for GST so we do not get rebates on this tax. We do not pay income


tax so we are not benefiting from the tax cuts.


We anticipate a reduction in donations and possibly even in memberships as people


reduce their expenditure to ensure that they are not caught out by the new taxes.

5.
Do not think of us as a business. We are not a business, we do not want to be a business


and we do not want to be treated as such. We may have to have some business activities ‑

running workshops, dinners, selling T‑shirts etc, employing a co‑ordinator, but our whole


focus is on achieving our aims and any fund‑raising activities are only to achieve these


aims.

Conclusion:

This is the International Year of Volunteers. Our society relies on voluntary work and donations to keep it running smoothly and relatively justly. We could do a lot more and be much more effective if associations such as ours were given more indirect support. We do NOT want to be given government grants, but we do want to encourage donations of time and money.

Yours truly,

Monique Bond 
16th january200

Secretary, ANTaR Qld Association Inc.

Enclosed ‑ ANTaR Brochure and Newsletter for your information.

