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1. Project Jonah Vic. Inc. is a relatively small non government organisation which works to conserve whales. Although based in Victoria it has activities which extend across Australia and overseas. With other organisations we have endorsed the more detailed submission to the inquiry of the Australian Conservation Foundation but have also decided to make this submission in the hope that it will give the Committee some added insight into the scope and the value of the work carried out by small groups such as ours.

2. Project Jonah was formed in the mid 1970s and has throughout its history operated in a purely voluntary way. It works to conserve whales by means of public education, advocacy and policy formulation. It provides a voice for those people in the community who want to indicate their views on threats to whales and support proposals to conserve them. We assist with whale strandings and have worked successfully to outlaw the cruel public display of whales from most of Australia.

3. Currently we have 150 members but our Newsletter goes out to about 200. Our income is derived from membership fees, donations (which are tax deductible) and an annual grant from the federal Government (some $9,000 to $10,000 over the last few years). We have never had paid staff. 
4. In spite of our small size we have had a major influence on the development of state, national and international whale conservation. This is because we have reflected views held widely in the community. Our work is ongoing at all geographic levels but there have been two major occasions when we have played a significant community leadership role which has led to major changes in national policy and action. The first of these was in the late 1970s when we persuaded the Fraser Government to conduct an inquiry into whales (the Frost inquiry) the outcomes of which were: 1) a permanent ban on whaling in Australia; and 2) an Australian policy of working for a world wide ban on commercial whaling. The second was in 1996 when we persuaded the Coalition to reactivate the latter campaign and appoint a Task Force on whaling. The Task Force inter alia emphasised the importance of the role of the voluntary groups and an effective partnership between Government and NGOs if there was to be any chance of achieving the objective of a complete ban on commercial whaling.

5. Ways in which we work closely with Government include cooperation in relation to Australia's work at the meetings of the International Whaling Commission (IWC). One of our Committee members has been a member of the Australian delegations to these meetings over the last decade. We have also been closely involved with the drafting of whale conservation legislation at the Victorian and federal levels. In this sphere of working with Government our role is proactive and innovatory. I attach as evidence of this a recent letter from the Minister welcoming a proposal we have made concerning changes to the International Whaling Convention.

6. The role of voluntary conservation groups can be characterised as providing a countervailing force to the forces at work in society which tend to cause environmental degradation. A more positive view perhaps would see them as the means by which the community can have a role in bringing about environmental change. They act as an avenue for community contact with government. This link mechanism is particularly valuable in specialised areas, such as whale conservation where the public's views might otherwise go unnoticed. Groups such as ours formulate solutions which we then discuss both with the wider community and government.

7. We hope that any change in the definitions under consideration by your inquiry will bear in mind the valuable roles of the voluntary groups as described above. Project Jonah could not do the work it does without the annual grant from federal government. If there is any way the definitions can be changed to further facilitate this voluntary work we would be very grateful.

Yours sincerely

Dr.Geoff Mosley

Honorary Consultant

