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Background

SANE Australia is a national organisation helping people affected by mental illness (consumers, their family and other carers), through education, applied research and advocacy for improved services and attitudes. It also operates free Helpline services, telephone and online, providing information about mental illness and referral to local services and supports.

Public Benevolent Status

SANE Australia (Schizophrenia Australia Foundation), had its Public Benevolent Institution (PBI) status renewed in late 1999. Whilst we acknowledge that this must be a thorough review, in our experience this seemed to be an unnecessarily exhaustive and arduous process, as we were conscious of having to fit within what we consider to be the limitations and inadequacies of the definitions used in the current legislation. SANE has subsequently received endorsement as a deductible gift recipient, and endorsement as an income tax exempt charitable entity, under Subdivisions 30-BA  and 50-B respectively of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997.

Issues

· Language/terminology

Central to SANE Australia’s ethos is the belief that people affected by mental illness should be treated with respect and be enabled to live as fulfilling a life as possible through the provision of prevention, early intervention and comprehensive treatment and support programs, which include education and mutual support. As increasing the self confidence, self esteem and self efficacy of those affected is of major importance, the language used in current legislation with the use of terms such as ‘pity’, ‘destitution’, and ‘sufferer’ is anachronistic for us.

· Definitions

The current definition of a PBI is too narrow and does not acknowledge the demonstrated* and significant benefits to people with a mental illness of indirect services or programs. For example, it has been demonstrated that: 

· providing education, training and support to family and other carers benefits consumers, in terms of reduced hospitalisations and prevention of relapse for example

· education resources which provide accurate and accessible information about mental illness and its treatment, enable consumers and carers to assume some control over, and play an active part in managing their situation. 

· promotion to professionals (and consumers and carers) of the principles of good practice in the treatment of mental illness and support for people with psychiatric disability, helps ensure that quality programs and services are available. 

· stigma reduction and advocacy programs work to improve community attitudes, prevent discrimination towards consumers in housing, education, social programs and employment and to ensure that quality services are supported and available to all those in need.

As we understand it, none of the activities outlined above fall within the current PBI definition and Australian Taxation Office rulings. 

In order to best meet the needs of people affected by mental illness, we urge the committee to recommend adoption of a definition which acknowledges that::

· in many circumstances, effective assistance may best be provided indirectly

· people who are disadvantaged usually prefer to be described as active participants in, rather than passive recipients of, direct services

· organisations whose activities include advocacy and social policy development or research, may be charitable, providing this activity is for charitable rather than political purposes 
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*The Blueprint Guides to Good Practice in the Care of People with Psychiatric Disability 

SANE Australia
