Submission to Inquiry into Definitional Issues Relating to Charitable, Religious and Community Service Not‑for‑Profit Organisations
This submission is made by Peter Milne on behalf of the Vegetarian/Vegan Society of Queensland(VVSQ).
This submission is relatively brief and seeks to bring to the inquiry some of our Organisation's activities and to promote a definition of charitable organisations that includes not for profit groups that are demonstrably providing a service for our society. Of course this service must be shown to be capable of having a positive effect on the public.

The VVSQ provides an invaluable service to many vegetarians, vegans, parents of vegetarians and people considering diet changes in this state. Our first and foremost charitable work is the distribution of educational packs to people who are generally in the aforementioned categories. Official statistics in 1995 showed that around 3.7 % of the Australian adult population were vegetarian; a Sept 2000 newspoll survey found that 1801o of Australians preferred vegetarian meals and 43% of Australians reported eating more vegetarian meals than they did two years ago with the highest trend toward vegetarian eating in the 18 ‑ 24 year age group. Up to 5% of late secondary school females are vegetarian and we receive many calls from anxious parents.These figures demonstrate that vegetarianism comprises a significant section of the community and is a growing phenomena. Our secretary, Maureen Collier can attest to that in as much as she handles around 18 phone inquiries each week and sends out roughly 30 free information packs per month.Our Organisation's main source of income is membership, donations and some merchandise sales(books, T‑shirts).

The question as to whether the vegetarian diet is beneficial to the general public and therefore should be promoted is obviously contentious, It is not the aim of this submission to look at particular studies but there is conclusive evidence linking the eating of animal products to a number of diseases including heart disease and various cancers. Another aspect of the WSQ's educational role is to point out the benefits of compassion to animals. Links are now being made between people committing violent crimes against humans and the same people having a history of violence towards animals. The promotion of a vegetarian diet is also beneficial to the community in the sense that the production of plant‑based foods requires less land use than the production of animal foods. In a time where climate change and pollution are causing much distress for people all over the planet, the adoption of a vegetarian diet by a majority of the population would in itself would free up much land for rehabilitation and biodiversity.
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The VVSQ is very keen to see a change in the regulations surrounding, and definitions of Charitable, Religious and Not‑For‑Profit Community Services to ensure that good hearted people and organisations are given incentives to perform their beneficial activities. To this end we believe it is imperative that an independent board is set up to make the decisions as to which organisations should be eligible for the appropriate status. We stress the need for any decision making board set up by the government to be as apolitical and impartial as possible.Organisations would need to prove that their activities are demonstrably for the public good and that a significant proportion of the population agrees with this assessment( what 'significant' constitutes is something that could be debated later, however we would argue that people do not need to be direct members of an Organisation to be supportive of that work). All funds raised by the Organisation would need to be used directly by the Organisation for their stated aims. VVSQ believes it is also necessary that organisations have the right to non‑partisan campaigning activities that will help to achieve their legal aims.

This brief submission provides an outline of suggestions the VVSQ believes would make the definition of Charitable, Religious and Community Service Not‑For‑Profit Organisations much fairer for all concerned.

Peter Milne(committee member of the VV SQ) 35 West St, Highgate Hill.4101.
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