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January 11, 2001

The Secretary​

Inquiry into the Definition of

Charities and Related Organizations

C/‑ The Treasury

Parkes Place

PARKES ACT 2600

Dear Secretary

1.
The AUSTRALIAN SALESIAN MISSIONS OVERSEAS AID FUND JASMOAF], through the Salesian Missions Office welcomes the current Inquiry into the Definition of Charities and Related Organizations.

2.
The AUSTRALIAN SALESIAN MISSIONS OVERSEAS AID FUND is a Trust Fund set up by the Salesians of Don Bosco, a Catholic Religious Congregation, to support relief and development projects in developing countries.

3.
More than 95 per cent.of the funds received by ASMOAF are earmarked, by the donor, for specific projects in Developing Countries. These projects have been initiated, in the main, by Salesians working in these countries, viz.

•
Provision of vocational education for unemployed youth in India, Samoa, East Timor, Guatemala;

•
Provision of education in job skills for street children and orphans in India, Pakistan, and East Timor; and

•
Provision of clean water for villages in India, Guatemala and East Timor.

I enclose the Salesian Missions Office Newsletter, Winter 2000, and a leaflet seeking support for East Timor.

4. ASMOAF fits within the existing definition of a charity as it is:

‑

not‑for‑profit;
‑
working for the relief of poverty in Developing Countries; and

‑
established by a Catholic Religious Congregation.

5. ASMOAF:
‑
is registered as a Deductible Gift Recipient;

‑
has income‑tax exemption; and

‑
has tax‑deductibility status for donors;

We submit that these criteria be retained for charitable organizations.

6.
There are today, many other not‑for‑profit organizations working for that public good which are not included in the current definition of a 66charity."
We submit that there is a case for widening the definition so that these groups are included.

7.
Today many charities are turning increasingly to 'commercial activities' as a source of funding for their charitable works, viz.

•
the sale of donated second‑hand clothing and other items in op‑shops; and

•
the sale of souvenir pens, pins, cards, calendars etc.

We submit that this is a legitimate source of income for a charity provided that the income derived from these activities is used for the particular organization's charitable purposes.

8.
We agree that the terms 'charity', 'religious organization' and community service not‑for‑profit organization' continue to be relevant in the current social and economic environment.

9.
Should the definition of a charity be enacted into Commonwealth legislation? Yes. Such a definition would take into account the nature of existing charities as well as widening the notion to include newer bodies and organizations deemed to be doing charitable work. Of course, this legislation may have to be interpreted from time to time by the relevant judicial process.

I presume the Inquiry will hold public meetings in major centres including Melbourne. I would welcome the opportunity to participate in one of these meetings.

Yours sincerely,

(Br) Michael Lynch SDB
Deputy Director, ASMOAF
Tel: 03 9386 6302 Fax: 03 9386 3326 e‑mail: salmiss@ozemail.com.au
