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A shared initiative of The Thoracic Society of Australia and New Zealand,

The Royal Australian College of General Practitioners, the Pharmaceutical Society of Australia,

Asthma Australia. and the Australasian Society of Clinical Immunology and Asthma
8 January, 2001

Inquiry into the Definition of Charities and Related Organisations

C/- The Treasury

Parkes Place

Parkes ACT 2600

Dear Sir/Madam,

The National Asthma Campaign, the peak body for asthma in Australia, has attached its comments on the Inquiry into the Definition of Charities and Related Organisations.

The National Asthma Campaign is one of a small group of not for profit organisations like the Australian Council for Social Services which feels it has been disadvantaged by not being able to acquire Public Benevolent Institution status, despite providing many valuable community services although not directly.

An Inquiry into Definitions is long overdue.  I apologise for the late submission.

Yours sincerely,

KRISTINE WHORLOW

Chief Executive Officer

Inquiry into the Definition of Charities and Related Organisations

Comments from the National Asthma Campaign

· It is of concern that the Committee has been asked to report on “existing definitions of charitable, religious and community, service not-for-profit organisations.”  Non government organisations (NGOs) like the National Asthma Campaign (NAC) do not currently fall into these by the nature of their business yet are very important in their field of operations.  In the terms of this inquiry, the National Asthma Campaign and like organisations appear not to have been included.

· As indicated it will be important to collect data on all parts of the sector and especially health.  The section is far bigger than welfare.  Improved and current definitions will enable consistent data collection.

· The National Asthma Campaign is the peak body for asthma in Australia and is a coalition of The Thoracic Society of Australia and New Zealand, The Royal Australian College of General Practitioners, the Pharmaceutical Society of Australia, Asthma Australia and the Australasian Society of Clinical Immunology and Asthma.  Its functions are:

· Developing, providing and disseminating the latest information on asthma management to health professionals (physicians, GPs, pharmacists and asthma educators) through publications, professional journals, workshops, website and CD rom.

· Developing and conducting national public education campaigns to raise general awareness about asthma and to deliver specific messages about asthma management to the over 2 million people with asthma.

· Developing and implementing policy on asthma issues in conjunction with other interested bodies and individuals.

Its role has not changed substantially in the decade of its existence.

· It is a company limited by guarantee and its income source is sponsorship from the corporate sector with occasional project grants.  It is nationally and internationally recognised for the measurable improvements in asthma health outcomes which it has delivered in the decade of its existence.  It’s inablility to be recognised as a Public Benevolent Institution (PBI) affects its capacity to access money from charitable trusts or from public donation.  Despite the restriction of this Inquiry to definition, the current definitions have the capacity to limit access to vital funding sources, (ie most charitable trusts and public donations) and this must be taken into account.  Competition for the corporate, charitable trusts and public dollar in Australia is keen and the current definition unfairly discriminates and restricts the activities of organisations like the National Asthma Campaign which cannot be classified as a PBI.

· Although the National Asthma Campaign does not engage in any commercial activities such as manufacturing or sales it believes that definition should be based on the dominant purpose of the organisation.  Were the National Asthma Campaign to sell goods to the public, this would be an auxiliary or support activity for its dominant purpose i.e. delivering the best possible health outcomes to people with asthma.  Not for profit, good cause organisations are struggling to raise funds and are increasingly looking for new ways to raise funds to support the core activities.  Definition must be based on dominant purpose and not obscured by support activities. 

· The concepts of PBI and “direct” assistance are outdated concepts.  Advocacy now plays as great or a greater role than “direct” assistance in the work of most charities or NGOs.  Organisations like the National Asthma Campaign and the Australian Council for Social Services were founded because of the importance of advocacy.  The National Asthma Campaign through its lobbying and advocacy had asthma made the sixth National Health Priority Area by the Federal, State and Territory governments for example.  If there are to be new definitions then “advocacy” must be included.  Advocacy may be more important in the longterm than “direct” assistance, but both are usually needed so should be equal partners in any definition.

· The new definitions should be enacted in legislation.

· Paragraph 37 – these criteria would be a good basis for the definitions.
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