HORNSBY SHIRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY Inc.

The Hon. Ian Sheppard AO., QC.

The Chairman,

Enquiry into the Definition of Charities and Related Organisations,
C/‑ The Treasury,

Parkes Place,

Parkes ACT 2600

Dear Sir,

I am writing to you on behalf of the Hornsby Shire Historical Society, a community non‑profit organisation consisting of a band of dedicated men and women who are anxious to collect and preserve items of a historical nature that have significant value to the history of the Shire.

The items in question are housed in a museum, a heritage century old building owned by Hornsby Shire Council. The building was originally donated to the Society but because of changes to the Local Government Act made by the State Government several years ago , the Council is forced to value the property in commercial terms and levy a rent on the Society for use of the premises. The rent at the moment has been assessed at $7250 pa and for the time being Council is covering the amount from it's donations account, but this could change at any time.

Since the rent was imposed, the Society has also been made responsible for maintaining the interior of the hall, while Council has agreed reluctantly to maintain the exterior. If, however, the Society were ever required to pay the full rent levied by Council, then the Society would have to close as it simply could not afford the amount Council would undoubtedly charge ( as our total income is about one third of the rent).

This scenario is regrettably a real possibility. One local Council in this State has already forced it's historical society to move because it could not pay the rent demanded by the Council. What a great way for historical societies to be treated in the same year we are celebrating the centenary of Federation I

Incidentally, the same situation applies to many other community and charitable groups who are being forced out of premises occupied for many years or in some cases disbanding altogether.

The cost of electricity and telephone is paid by the Society through membership subscriptions , the sale of books written by Society members and from museum visits Irom local schools. To enable it to build up some financial reserves to use to pay the many costs imposed by various levels of Government, the Society promotes itself by conducting tours of the museum for schoolchildren to learn about life both in the Shire and the State about 50 years ago. Small groups of children are shown various aspects of life eg a recreated old fashioned school room, an early century kitchen etc where hands on experiences for the children and teachers are held. Members of the Society take these groups on a voluntary basis and visits are generally of two hours duration. A small charge is made for the visit.

The Society needs to constantly promote itself to attract new members as, on the whole, most are senior citizens with a keen interest in local history. When the Society was formed thirty years ago there was a good proportion of younger members but, unfortunately, this is no longer the case. This situation, of course, applies to many community charitable groups. It is hard to determine an exact reason for this. Maybe younger people are not interested in community work or projects or maybe because of modem day life, they are just too busy. Whatever the reason, the situation is not made any easier by a whole range of Government restrictions, regulations, fees and charges which are driving numbers of community organisations to close their doors.

The small dedicated team of interested members produce a high quality journal every six months relating to a specific topic of historical interest. These are distributed to all members ( as part of their annual membership fee) as well as all local libraries and Councillors of Hornsby Shire Council free of charge.

In closing, the Hornsby Shire Historical Society as a non‑profit, community and charitable organisation provides a valuable and unique service to the residents of Hornsby. As mentioned earlier, this worthy aim is not helped by the conti ing imposition of Government fees, regulations and charges. All these seem to be aimed at driving such organisations away as they seem determined to treat us ( and others ) as if we were a PROFIT driven organisation.
I wonder what the outcome would be if we were to close our doors ? Who then would undertake these vital tasks? Would those in Government really care?

I trust that the above points will be taken into consideration in the Committee's deliberations.

Yours Faithfully,

Owen Nannelli President

30th December 2000 AD

