22 December 2000

Inquiry into the Definition of


Charities and Related Organisations
c/‑ The Treasury

Parkes Place

Parkes ACT 2600

Dear Sir/Madam
The Anglican Diocese of Canberra and Goulburn is engaged directly and through its agencies and members in many and diverse acts of charity.

It has as part of its core business as a charitable organisation the spiritual, moral, social, emotional and material support of the people of its Diocese.,. Advocacy on behalf of the disadvantaged, the poor and the disenfranchised is an integral part of this business.

Provision of services, both ongoing and discrete, such as education, aged care and th. e celebration of marriages are all manifestations of its responsibility to its purpose and its care for individuals.

Indeed if it is to manage its affairs in ways that are efficient and effective, it must be able to generate funds from certain of its activities in order to operate others. If any of these activities were to be defined as non‑charitable and funds arising from these were for example taxable, then its capacity to maintain its administrative infrastructure, plan strategically, manage efficiently and consequently run its benevolent activities might be seriously jeopardised.
Any funds generated as a consequence of its activities are used for the maintenance or extension of those activities. Thus it expends funds on media activities, and advertising, for rlxaTnPIC, which are germinal to its effective charitable operations.

The implications of the definition of charities therefore has serious implications for the ongoing viability of charitable organisations. The timeliness provided to respond in a meaningful way to this Inquiry is adequate for respondents to seek appropriate advice in order to provide a meaningful submission. While the 'options for appropriate legislative and administrative treatment of charities and related organisations' may be beyond the scope of this present Inquiry, the impact of possible recommendations from this Inquiry need to have been explored by those providing submissions. In particular the ramifications for taxation status are particularly serious.

The Anglican Diocese of Canberra and Goulburn therefore seeks as matters of fai‑Mess, transparency and accuracy:

•
Clarification from the Government as to the direction that this process will take beyond this Inquiry;

•
Opportunities to make further considered input into draft documents arising from this Inquiry as well as any decisions by the Government subsequent to this Inquiry.

It would be counter‑productive of any Government to reduce the financial and hence, service capacity of charitable organisations in a period when Government is withdrawing from the provision of community and other services and is calling on those such as charitable organisations to help meet them instead. Reports from our agencies, and current studies into the state of charitable organisations indicate that they are stretched to the limit and that the calls on their services are steadily increasing while their traditional sources of income arc steady or shrinking.

With warmest good wishes,

Yours in Christ

The Right Reverend George Browning

Bishop of Canberra and Goulburn
