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The Hon. I.F. Sheppard, A.O., Q.C., 

Chairman 

The Inquiry Into the Definition of Charities & Related Organisations 

The Treasury 

Parkes Place 

PARKES   ACT   2600

19‑Dec‑00
Dear Justice Sheppard,

May we first congratulate the Prime Minister on his initiative in establishing new guidelines for not‑for‑profit organizations to meet the social needs of the new Millennium and which, it is hoped, will encourage within the community an emphasis on self‑help.

Due to our close relations with international organizations and communities in Asia and the Pacific, we well appreciate that Australia has the opportunity to create a blueprint which can serve as an example to other emerging civil societies in the region.

We write to request that such organizations as the Seed Savers Foundation, founded on July 1 2000, be considered for tax deductible status as a community service not for profit organization

Our Mission Statement is attached. We have endeavoured to keep this as brief as possible, mindful of the Committee's task ahead.

We attach a financial statement. As you will surmise, we are heavily dependent upon grants to support our operations. We would like to be able to approach the corporate sector for funding and to offer our existing donors the facility to claim their donations as tax deductions. Our operations have the potential to expand considerably, however our financial resources are negligible a9d we depend heavily upon volunteers in all areas of our operations.

You may wish to visit our website on www.seedsavers.net. Please feel free to contact the Directors for further information. We would be happy to travel to Canberra to make representations on behalf of our organization should you deem this a useful exercise. Please accept our best wishes for the success of your deliberations.

With best wishes.

Yours sincerely,

Fiona Gosse

THE SEED SAVERS FOUNDATION LIMITED

OVERVIEW

Our organization is founded on the principle of self‑help, insofar as our Seed Saver supporters, numbering some 3,000, believe that access to open‑pollinated varieties of useful food, medicinal and fibre plants is the common heritage of humankind. Unfortunately, this wide diversity of plant material is under siege and the nutritional integrity of food crops in Third World and developed countries alike is endangered as a consequence.

Our credo embraces the concept that protection of natural environment is a vital part of the food producing process. Our methods of seed cultivation and preservation therefore incorporate and promote traditional indigenous and Western ecological or organic gardening practices. Such methods ensure that traditional knowledge concerning plants useful to agriculture and forming the genetic basis for tomorrow's food is preserved and neither gardeners and farmers nor the environment are commercially over‑exploited.
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Within Australia, our supporters are in step with growing numbers of Australians who are deeply concerned about the degradation of our country by unsustainable commercial food growing practices. Our supporters are committed to keeping this rich heritage of traditions alive at a practical level by participating in growing and harvesting seeds and disseminating them throughout the community at no charge through seed exchange networks.
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OVERSEAS OUTREACH

Over the years the Seed Savers' operation has expanded from its origin as a seed exchange. Seed Savers workshops have been conducted and networks established in numerous Overseas territories.

Cambodia
In many instances, trainees have visited Australia from

Cuba
these countries after initial workshops by Seed Savers.


Here they undertake residential courses at Byron Bay

Ecuador
before returning to set up new networks in their own

Fiji
countries and consolidate established projects.

India
Increasing numbers of young and dynamic Australian

Japan
volunteers also seek training at Byron Bay and travel

Malawi
abroad to work on community aid projects. At present,


two Seed Savers trainees are rehabilitating a seed farm

Malaysia ‑ Sabah
in East Timor, destroyed by departing Indonesian troops.

Solomon Islands
These volunteers are not funded. Where possible, Seed


Savers does seek funding from international aid

South Africa
oganisations such as UNESCO, UNICEF, Red Cross etc.

East Timor
and matches the funding to a specific project. We would


like to expand our training programme. We see this as

Tonga
worthwhile work for young Australians who wish to

Vietnam
venture out into the world and to work for the benefit of


humanity as a whole.

Zimbabwe

These activities are very much in tune with action by the International community on sustainable usage and conservation of plant genetic resources for Agriculture. Seed Savers have been regular contributors to GENEFLOW, a publication about the Earth's plant Genetic Resources (addendum A).

WWOOFers (Willing Workers on Organic Farms)

Over the last twelve years, Seed Savers Byron Bay has hosted free of charge international visitors attracted by our innovative approach to conserving agricultural biodiversity. As a result, important links have been established at a very practical, friendly level with a host of international community organizations. Contact is maintained over the internet, thereby enabling an exchange of advice and often ‑ as in the case of the Solomon Islands and East Timor ‑ first hand information on the political situation there. In the case of a disaster, such as the Tsunami on the north coast of PNG in 1998, Seed Savers was able to provide training in seed saving techniques to an agricultural worker from the area. Thereby local people have been able quickly to revive their traditional lifestyle using locally familiar, food varieties rather than relying upon the substitution of outside seed supplies.

Where possible, it is always preferable to reassure local people of the intrinsic value of their own seed material and food growing practices, to encourage self‑sufficiency and to use the utmost discretion in introducing new varieties and techniques.

.... And VISITING FIREMEN Growing numbers of overseas Ethno‑Botanical experts visit and consult our organization both in person or via the internet. High level professional links have been established with numerous organizations involved in ongoing exchanges of ideas and strategies for conservation of traditional food varieties.

•
UNESCO ... Dr. Malcolm Hadley, Division of Ecological Sciences & Dr. Gary Martin, of the People & Plants Initiative.

•
THE CONMONWEALTH FOUNDATION, Sharon Robinson, Programme Officer.

•
UNDP, Suzanne Schmidt, Environmental Specialist, in relation to the role of community registers and collections of local crops (kept both in and ex situ) in sustainable Agriculture Programmes.

•
WORLD VISION, extensive consultations on their policy of seed provision in East Timor during 1999 and in disaster areas.

•
GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY FOUNDATION, UK. Founded 1999 by Dr. Gary Martin who co‑ordinated the People & Plants Initiative, ajoint venture of Kew Gardens, UNESCO &WWF. Seed Savers representatives taught at their Certificate Course in Applied Ethnobotany in Sabah in 1998.

•
HENRY DOUBLEDAY ASSOCIATION, UK. (Patron, HRH The Prince of Wales) ‑ ongoing consultations on structuring a Seed Unit for ten countries in South and East Afiica.
•
INTERNATIONAL PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES INSTITUTE (IPGRI), ROME, regular publication of articles by Seed Savers representatives.

•
WORLD BANK, consultations with Sean Foley on W.B. South East Asian Agricultural programmes in relation to technical botanical matters.
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THE SEED SAVERS FOUNDATION LIMITED

MISSION STATEMENT

The Seed Savers Foundation Limited was launched in June 2000 with the following aims:

u
To preserve, through community involvement both in Australia and overseas the biodiversity of traditionally cultivated, non​hybrid varieties of useful plants which provide food, fibre and medicine.

u
To promote the production of quality seeds through indigenous and traditional gardening systems and to encourage their ecologically sustainable use.

u
To provide internships for trainees to gain the skills necessary to apply Seed Savers methods in their work as volunteers abroad.

u

To monitor, conserve and expand the genetic diversity of both


domesticated plant species and their wild relatives.

u

To raise public awareness of the importance of plant diversity.

In order to achieve these objectives both within Australia and Overseas the Foundation will:

u
Encourage, promote and organise seminars, workshops and lectures through colleges, schools and community groups.

u
Promote and facilitate the development of seed exchange programmes.

u
Provide technical, financial and educational assistance to community development projects.

u
Promote, establish and maintain preservation gardens, seed banks and seed inventories at teaching institutions and hospitals as well as in local communities.

u
Conduct scientific research either singly or in conjunction with educational institutions, research and charitable organizations.

FUNDING

A Public Gift Fund, The Seed Savers Foundation Limited Gift Fund, will be established to support the initiatives detailed above.

A Research Fund, The Seed Savers Foundation Limited Scientific Research Fund, will also be established for the purposes exclusively of Scientific Research.

Currently the Seed Savers Foundation relies upon grants and donations from supporters, upon fees received from the Seed Savers courses conducted at Byron Bay, and from income derived from the sale of THE SEED SAVERS HANDBOOK. A copy of the Balance Sheet for the preceding financial year is attached (addendum B). It refers to the Seed Savers Trust, which has now become The Seed Savers Foundation Limited as of July 1, 2000.

THE SEED SAVERS HANDBOOK first published in 1993, has sold 20,000 copies in Australia. Adaptations and translations have been published in Brazil (1995), UK (1996), Cambodia (1997), Cuba (1998) and will be published in Japan and Italy in 2001.

In order to continue its operations, it is essential that tax deductible status be granted to the Seed Savers Foundation Limited. Initial overtures have already been received from the corporate and private sectors, however donations are contingent upon tax deductibility.

CURRENT PROJECTS

For the immediate future, the Foundation has formulated a number of goals:

•
To investigate funding sources and international aid organizations in order to 'match' them with specific aid projects overseas. Seed Savers Australia now has a strong profile

overseas and this should be capitalized upon.

•
To seek financial support for the employment of technical staff and educational staff to carry out a schools programme. This will create part‑time and full time jobs for the Byron Bay area.

(Currently the organization relies almost entirely upon voluntew labour).
In relation to the current Genetically Modified (food) debate, to monitor research and development effectively and to make effective representations at appropriate fora.
To participate actively in the development of Community Gardens in urban settings. Increasingly such gardens are important both as a source of fresh, nutritional produce for low income families. The gardens also serve a vital social role in furthering the concept of self‑help and community cohesion, involving both the very young and the elderly.

To update and expand the Seed Savers internships. These are tailor‑made to each intern's needs and interests, and range from 6 days to 6 months to a year. Seed Savers also has good contacts for placement in the Pacific, South East Asia, South America, Africa and the Indian sub‑continent.

To extend and formalize Seed Savers Educational courses on Seed Saving and Community Seed Banking by VETAB standards.

To produce and distribute videos and animated websites to promote these ideas.

To support Seed Savers trainees abroad. Currently Seed Savers trainees volunteer their services overseas, paying their own airfares and living expenses. Ideally the Seed Savers Foundation would wish to provide some financial support to these dedicated young people. "Burn‑out" is always a risk, especially when volunteers are inadequately housed and fed and their well‑being is at risk.

On the current Seed Savers site at Byron Bay, comprising two suburban blocks, to construct a purpose built structure to house the following facilities:

•
Teaching and workshop areas including the Seed Savers Library.

•
The Seed Savers Network Seed Bank, which will be housed in a subterranean area, where seed stocks can be climactically controlled.

•
Accommodation for trainees and interns.

Sketch plans of the building are under preparation as are arrangements for consultation with the Byron Bay Shire Council. It is intended that the project will utilize best practice in relation to current environmentally sensitive building methods and materials

"The Centre is currently used to teach biodiversity in a conservation context, showing the harvesting and processing of products grown in the garden and demonstrating urban food production, best seed production and seed saving practices. It is a repository for under‑utilised fruits, nuts, original vegetables and fibre, forage, medicinal and oil‑producing plants, with a special collection of gingers, bananas and yams".

"Varietal trials are conducted on some of the 5,000 plus species and varieties of seeds held in the Seed Bank. It is vital that these seeds be grown out, compared, documented and rejuvenated progressively. We could not undertake this task without volunteer labour".
"Plant Conservation and utilization ‑ we acknowledge that there is a great deal of important knowledge in countries where people do not depend , on commercially grown food. We therefore welcome visitors, ‑interns and teachers from the Third World, and the knowledge they share' with us".

"We trust that the Centre will attract masters and students alike to share traditional farming, pra . ctices, food and spice preparation, fibre manufacture, bamboo craft, traditional pest management practices involving effective micro‑organisms. In fact, all the vital skills not taught at university".

Jude Fanton
17.10.2000

