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Dear Sirs
I enclose herewith our submission to the Inquiry.

Our submission is set out under the following headings: Definition, Our Society, and Social and Economic Environment. We have followed the order of the Issues Paper in our response.

I will e‑mail our submission as well as post a hard copy to the Inquiry.

Yours faithfully
Mary Ellis

Administration Officer

Inquiry into the Definition of Charities and Related Organisations
Submission from the South Gippsland Conservation Society Inc

Prepared by Mary Ellis, Administration Officer, 22 December 2000

Definition

The definition of the sector needs to be broadened specifically to include environmental organisations which have roles in public education, information provision to government at all levels (local state and federal) in the form of submission to various inquiries, management plans and reports, and voluntary work on environmental projects.
Our Society

The South Gippsland Conservation Society is a non profit, non sectarian and non party political organisation with the purpose of carrying out any activity which it may lawfully carry out to achieve the following aims and objectives:

I .
To further the conservation of Australia's natural resources, in particular in the South Gippsland region

2.

To encourage and promote education about the local environment

3.
To preserve and promote the conservation and public knowledge of the local marine environment

4.
To preserve and promote natural indigenous flora and fauna, particularly within the South Gippsland region

5.
To inform members of the public about the various natural attractions in the South Gippsland region and the conservation of these areas

6.

To affiliate with peak and other conservation groups as appropriate

7.
To take such action as may be from time to time decided necessary to achieve the general aims of the Association

The Society has been in operation since 1976 and there are approximately 300 members, with branches in Bass Valley District, Cape Liptrap, Foster, Inverloch, Kornunburra/Leongatha and Wonthaggi. There are quarterly newsletters, monthly excursions, working bees, branch and speaker meetings. The Society operates the Bunurong Environment Centre in Inverloch, consisting of a shop, the Shell Museum, a meeting room and resource library. Members work as volunteers in the Centre.

In more than two decades we have worked on: 

revegetation in reserves and on the coast

conservation assessment of roadsides, 

walking tracks, boardwalks and a bird hide, 

publications about the local environment, and

submissions to the Land Conservation Council, local state and federal government on management plans for national parks and flora and fauna reserves.

We have been instrumental in the declaration of the Gunyah Gunyah Flora and Fauna Reserve and the Bunurong Marine and Coastal Park.

Social and Economic Environment

We operate in a social and economic environment that has changed dramatically over the last decade. Socially Landcare has brought about a revolution in the attitudes of the farming community and rural people generally towards conservation issues such as land degradation and remnant vegetation protection. Economically the majority of the funds available for environmental projects has been directed to projects on private properties. The result is that while our environmental concerns are better understood, we are as short of funds as before. We have to contribute all our labour and administration free for small grants for on site works such as revegetation and construction of boardwalks and all our grant applications are for projects on public land. We receive no funding for writing submissions, a very time consuming but necessary task. We need to be defined as a not for profit organisation.
The pressure to develop and exploit the natural resources of South Gippsland will be the major influence on the social and economic environment in the coming decade. Our Society favours sustainable development and would like to influence that development towards protection and enhancement of the natural environment.

The aims and purposes of the Society have not changed since we first started in 1976 because the need for conservation action to protect the environment and educate the public has not diminished, rather it has increased.

We have complied with all the legislation with respect to incorporation and business management. We undertake the business of running the Bunurong Environment Centre in Inverloch as our most significant fund raising activity. The Centre is open all weekends, public holidays and school holidays, staffed entirely by volunteers and we have a paid (an honorarium) coordinator on duty on Thursdays and Fridays. The Centre houses the Shell Museum and a meeting room as well as a shop, and provides information about the local environment to visitors. We advertise and take bookings for the Coast Action summer activities program.

We believe that the definitions of not for profit organisations should be based on the purpose of the activities carried out. Account should be taken of multiple purposes, e.g. education, projects, submissions. The constitution of the organisation should define primary and‑secondary purposes. If the commercial activity is. undertaken solely to support the non‑c4mmercial activity there should be no distinction. The prevailing attitude appears to be to encourage communities to take greater responsibility for developing their own solutions to problems and needs. if that trend continues then not for profit organisations will have to undertake commercial activities in order to support their core purposes.

We are a community service not for profit organisation and this definition applies to all agencies and jurisdictions. The greatest constraint on our ability to provide services is lack of funding.. Our purposes are fundamental The constraints on our ability to respond to changing demands are related to the knowledge and experience (or lack thereof) of members, many of whom are retired, the necessity to keep technologically up to date and the overwhelming flood of paperwork.

We believe the current definition is appropriate and should be enacted in legislation.

